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Dear Co-laborer,

Pamela is dying of AIDS.  

Her husband abandoned her at the Masafu clinic two weeks prior to this picture.  He went back to his other two wives in Kenya and has not been seen since.  He left her with no food, no money and no hope.  

She has no relatives nearby to care for her so she hasn’t eaten in two weeks.  The clinic has very few resources and cannot supply food to the patients.

When Dr. Bill Thomas and I discovered this, we were astounded.  Immediately, he and I went to a little store across the road and purchased some bread, bananas, juice and other foods to help her.  

While we were meeting her physical needs, one of our team members was leading her to faith in Jesus Christ.  Now she has someone in her life that will never leave nor forsake her – Jesus Christ!

Stories like this are far too common in Uganda.  This tiny little country – once called the “Pearl of Africa” – has seen its share of suffering.  From years of oppression under the hands of dictators like Milton Obote and Idi Amin to the recent scourge of AIDS, Uganda has been beaten down.

One of the organizing pastors for Arise Uganda described the country as a “man lying down, paralyzed.”  “Now is the time for that man to Arise and go forward,” said this pastor.  That is why 15 Next Generation Alliance teams from all over the world came to Uganda – to help the nation Arise and go forward.

After gathering in the capital city, Kampala, for preaching, prayer, fellowship, and instruction, teams departed for their assigned cities.  Our taxi (minibus) was loaded to the gills with people and luggage.  We sped off down Jinja road toward the Kenyan border where our host city, Busia, was located.  

Passing through the city of Jinja, we saw Lake Victoria, the source of the great Nile River.  John Hanning Speke first identified this fact in 1862.  His claim was met with much skepticism and debate but was later found to be accurate.  

One day, as I was preaching on the passage about the Samaritan woman at the well, I used Jinja as an illustration.  Just as Lake Victoria supplies water to the Nile River, which brings life to millions of people throughout Northern Africa, so does Jesus supply the Living Water to the souls of men and women!

When we arrived in Busia we barely had time to get ourselves settled before we were off to a VIP dinner.  The organizing committee had invited local political leaders and special guests to meet our team.

Each of the political leaders was invited to give a “short speech” which turned out to be a mess!  One district chief, who is not a Christian, took advantage of the occasion to air his grievances against some of the local pastors and previous American mission teams.  Bill, Franck and I were flabbergasted and confused!  We began to wonder what we had gotten ourselves into! 

The next day, the ladies on our team, Martha Wagner and her friend Linda, were off for the women’s conference.  Bill was taken to the school in Masafu, while Franck and I were left to prepare for the evening meetings.  All of us were frustrated with the previous night’s VIP meeting and the conditions at the Hotel.  (The hotel staff kept turning off the water so we wouldn’t run up the water bill!)

When evening came, my meetings in Tiira were delayed due to problems with the sound equipment and rain.  The owner of the equipment, who was supposed to be a pastor, threatened to take the equipment back to Tororo because of the rain.  He also wanted to go back on his previous rental agreement and charge us more money!  

Alex, who came with us from Kampala on behalf of Africa Renewal Ministries, finally told him to take his equipment and go home. Alex told him that God was going to supply another way to get the equipment.  At this, the man angrily decided to leave the equipment and honor his previous agreement.  (More spiritual warfare!)

Upon my arrival in Tiira, there were nearly 1000 people ready to hear the good news. They didn’t waste any time calling me to the platform to preach.  The Spirit of God was moving in a mighty way in the hearts of the crowd.  That night, about 53 people came forward to receive Christ for the first time.  All glory to God!
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On Wednesday, I went to the secondary school in Tiira and Bill went to the prison in Masafu.  God used Bill in a mighty way as he supplied blankets and good news for the inmates.  About 13 were saved there as well as the jailer.  That night, the jailer came to Bill’s meeting in Masafu, testified of his conversion, and publicly apologized for abusing the prisoners!

At the school in Tiira, I spoke to about 100 students ages 12-15.  I wasn’t sure about the age group that I was going to be speaking with before I came so I had to change my message on the spot.  I spoke to them about how to be a leader.  The most important point of the message was that being a leader required following The Leader – Jesus Christ.

When I gave the invitation, the students were reluctant to respond.  So I told them that I wouldn’t put any pressure on them to respond because they had to make the choice.  One of the local pastors said a few words to them and then challenged them again to accept Christ.  This time, about 25 responded!

That evening, I preached on the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man.  I knew to expect satanic opposition because whenever you preach on Hell, you had better be on your guard.  Satan didn’t disappoint!  When it came time for the invitation, the generator, which was supplying electricity for our equipment ran out of petrol!  No lights . . . no sound . . .and no petrol to be found . . . not a drop!

In spite of this set back, about 20 people came to Christ!

On Thursday, Bill and I went to the Hospital in Masafu where we met Pamela. (See picture on first page)  The conditions in the clinic were unspeakable.  The beds were lined with filthy, worn out foam mattresses.  There was very little in the way of medical equipment and supplies.  The staff was under trained and understaffed.  Some of the wards were overcrowded and there were little or no precautions to keep germs from spreading to other patients.

Bill spoke to the hospital staff and some of the local leaders after our tour.  There were several commitments made before we left.

That evening, I spoke of Heavenly Faith from John 14.  It was a powerful conclusion to the three days of meetings in Tiira.  Almost 2500 people were in attendance this day and about 30 people came to know Christ.  

On Friday, I had scheduled a new believers class for those who had made commitments during the week.  However, I had caught a stomach virus and spent most of the night and day in the bathroom.  One of Bill’s friends, Imote Papa, from Kenya went in my place and held this meeting. 97 new believers were able to attend.

That Friday also brought much needed rain to Busia.  In fact, it was raining so hard that Francks meeting was canceled.  To top it all off, we suffered a power cut at the hotel which made our evening even more difficult.  But, God never promised ease and comfort while serving Him.

For the next two evenings, we all attended Franck’s meetings in Busia.  The attendance was off due to the threat of rain but God still touched many hearts.  On Sunday, I was in a local church speaking on being God’s light in a dark world. The message was well received and many came forward for prayer at the invitation.

While I wanted to see more commitments during the meetings, I feel that our work was not in vain.  130 people came to Christ.  That is significant as this was the first time for churches in Tiira to come together for a crusade effort.  Many of the leaders wanted to extend the meetings but some problems with the organizing committee prevented it.  

Please continue to pray for those churches, pastors, and new believers in Tiira, Masafu, and Busia.  They have a long way to go and very few resources to go on.  But God is able to provide.

MINISTRY UPDATE

By now, many of you know that Penny and I have moved to western North Carolina.  She has accepted the call as Minister of Music and Children at New Horizon Baptist Fellowship in Marion, NC.  The transition has not been easy for us, but we have stepped out in faith believing that God has called us to this new field of work.

I still feel the call to continue my work as an evangelist.  Having finished a successful interim pastorate at Powellsville Baptist Church, I too have stepped out in faith.  There are many more opportunities open for me to go and preach the good news.  So far this year about 600 people have come to Christ through my work.

Your help is needed if I am going to continue this work.

While support for special projects like Arise Uganda has been very good this year, our general and Harvest Partner receipts are way down.  This hinders our ability to participate in local evangelism activities, communicate with our donors, pay general expenses for day-to-day operation, and pay a salary to support my family. 

Paul said in Romans 10, “And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent?”  Preaching the good news is the call that God has placed on my life.  However, God issues another call to the sender.  He invites you to answer that important call.  

Every time you pray for me you help send me with the message of hope in Christ to people like Pamela.  Every dollar you give is invested in reaching the lost.  Please consider making a sacrificial gift this month to help continue the work.  You may also want to come on board as a Harvest Partner with a monthly gift.  I would be delighted to talk to you about that commitment in person.

My next international project is scheduled for November of this year.  I am tentatively scheduled to return to Colombia to work with Dr. Lewis Woods and our IMB missionaries in the city of Baranquilla.  We will be having some training sessions at an associational camp and holding a one night crusade.  The approximate cost of this mission is $2700.  In the mean time, I will be preaching in local churches and sharing the good news with as many as possible.

Please continue to pray for my family and I in the days ahead.  God bless you.

Under His Wing,

Darrel
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Thank you for praying for and supporting Arise Uganda 2004. 
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